Innovation Week Concludes
By: Matt Curnan

Innovation Week ended on Friday with a presentation from

the Weiss Tech House’s Innovation Fund Committee about the
funding process. The committee explained that an idea first
must be accepted as an innovative idea by the majority of the
members through a thorough discussion and debate before it
can move to the next stage where it is presented in the form
of a pitch. The pitch stage can be rather difficult considering
that many of the committee members differ in their definitions
of an “innovative idea.” For example, some believe that a newly
developed process design that incorporates recently discovered
technology — such as using advances in nanotechnological
structures to increase computer processing speed — is
sufficiently innovative to proceed to the pitch phase, whereas
others feel that an actual mechanism or device must be created
before this procession can occur.The committee then explained
the process of delivering a pitch, answering audience questions,
and demonstrating how the committee deliberates on a pitch
through a mock example.

After the presentation, the Weiss Tech House commenced

its awards ceremony with the presentation of prize baskets

to winners who were selected from a raffle that included all
registered participants in the Treasure Hunt. The prize baskets
included aWeiss Tech House T-shirt, a light-up shot glass, an
LED flashlight with two color filters, a Sunsak, a bottle opener,
and aWaterman pen. The winners of these assorted goods
were Michael Abuschinow, Gaurav Banga, Heather Levine,
Artina Sheikh, and Nelson Shih.

The Grand Prize Awards ceremony was next with the
presentation of a $20 gift certificate for Naked Chocolate
Café to College student Carol Lam. A dinner for two at Penne
Restaurant was awarded to Engineering Junior Avinash Rajput,
a $50 gift certificate for Moshulu was given to Biology Major
Vanessa George, a free membership to PhillyCarShare was
awarded to Telecommunications Graduate student Karl Fils-
Aime, and fourth-place winner and Engineering Junior Matthew
Nakatsuka was awarded a Xooter Scooter. The third place
prize went to Wharton Junior Joseph Volpe who won an IPod
Shuffle, while second place winner and Cinema Studies Major
Evan Koch was awarded an IPod Nano. Finally, in first place,
winning the highly envied IPod Touch, was Chemical and
Biomolecular Engineering Senior Kuong Chaing.

Matthew Nakatsuka, SEAS Junior,
winning Xooter Scooter prize.
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